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[ Abstract ] Metagenomic next-generation sequencing (mNGS) enables sensitive and
unbiased detection of all potential pathogens in lower respiratory tract infection(LRTI). But the lack
of consensus and uniformity of applicable clinical scenarios and interpretation of results for mNGS
largely limit its utilization. To solve these issues, an expert panel including pulmonary physicians,
intensivists and microbiologists is organized by Chinese Thoracic Society. The panel conducted a
systematic review of progress and challenges regarding the application of mNGS on etiological
diagnosis of LRTI. The panel formulated 17 specific recommendations spanning questions of
suitable clinical situations, sample quality control, process of reports interpretation and subsequent
medical decisions. Hopefully, this consensus can provide practical guidelines for clinicians and
promote the rational application of mNGS in LRTIL.
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993 1) AT BE P FNEA TR X IR YT 1 A B 5 A fa T
FBE TS TR A SRR, FRREIRIT R .

4. mNGS B S5 R I R 3R - 47 mNGS 4521
BT (B ZE A I RERAE , 47550 ZU PR 58 Ry B et g
g, D) A TS0 At T R R SR U W R A e 51 3%
g At S AR A A I 25 R AT e b (B 1) o 45
I PR AR SZ FRE AR B YL PR R | I ) T & 5 9 R A T
2R

5.41 41 £ % B} 2 2 (multi-disciplinary
treatment, MDT) : #7433 UL AR A 0w A5
g SRR, I A4 MDT 38 .

6. Wy 4k ST mNGS JH T2 Wt LRTI i 5k
Z IS A UE S 24 B | R0 I DA 1 U 76 15 P
— {5 4 A I N AT B S AT S A B BRI IR

2] &3 10 : G047 3F mNGS # i 32 & 59 175 4 4 it
ITEREEE 5 2

FRYEAR A e T WP T B B0 PR R AE 902543
R B P T W A B T RN E AR LA )

e T

I RAFAE I RAFAE

WA S LRTIAY AT BEHEMR , 2R

Sz e AR AP e B e b L Lmis somss || mraemBommgk | seovsoimni | [ ey

HIg AR

A Y A b R s e g S v A PRI
y J G Y S 3 L 2 1= RS H
J¥ge ) G TR A PR SRR R B, 1T R L R EyTenT l l
AT REEU . 2 B 2RI A
EVUTREBON . 22 BEFRIm TG 1 Do | [Hemi] arttrRacen. e | s
P AR ) BRI AR A H ) B R ISR A ISR
HACEY) 8 REUR . 1 E AR R || RS ey, 1
f M,m o " i N : FRIULIFER || FROUMRHER | [ e
BHIBEY) , Al AR B R 2% TR il ik || R
https : //www. chinapneumonia. Xéﬁ,ﬁgfg ﬂ%éijéf,ﬁ;};tﬂ
N PN N SCFFIUE RFIE ooy
en/pathogens £¢ 1) H7E RE AR R Gy M | g ingr | | 415D |
(2L RYiVE [FS1=8 [ umssrnsr | [agwor] Y
3. MR RAFAE , 45 & mNGS fik LERIT

AW o3 Pt A T I RO (T 1) - Uiy

A 4 A

HRIEMDTE ARG

SE R B0 AR G - H Ak B0 9 It

¥

AR Ay i A R 58 I ) Bl 2R 0 0 e, AN

ZEERYT R EImNGS I R R AT id 1, L0

] T L SCEUR PR A Y, nT AR 3%

B 1 mNGS SR R A 2 7
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(BiF 2 1) o 2R 205 AR W 1) P W o5 B 255 JR
0 R | LR PR A HE R A AR 2 AR B
2 25 52 KR SOV AGGEIE W) 2 A I 45 SR 5%
EERaR s

B S5 32 A R AL 2 IR e i XU B 5,
P A Wy G AR A7 T B R R R il
A BEH BRIKEE  E 4R (CMV) i 2%
BB TR 45 S IE 16  LRTHE BGER 5)
JIT 53 SR DX AR T R R e e A DX R 1
LRTI W HF A 047 9 27 AR 2 s J Ik 26 0 1) 4 ik
S AR DX AL YL B W A s, 2 )
S5O BRI & WLRYR BE BBk R L SUN
Ja& S AU ) o B B ] A TR L YR T 43 5 T
o i AR R L1 0 RSP R T R USRS R
AT 75 TEOR BEAT RO 75 R I )

T4 Bl LR ) 0 00 S e i D A< 1 AL
T H AL A5 < i M b SR I 40 o3 26 | AT 2R T
(procalcitonin, PCT) . C Jx W 2 H (C reactive
protein, CRP) . 4L 40 g Ui % % (erythrocyte
sedimentation rate, ESR) &% , #83 FRiA R L 18 1] BE 52
e JF 5 DI RE B I D RE 5 HoAB PRAL TR A i R A
Yy B B PSR B AMASE TS AR
YLPERI 1) 012 W

R SAAR 7 R Ty T, R 2 K0 IS A M vl
B SR, AN S BRTA | 4 T (5 ) % BR A Il %
SO AT A R RE AR R A T R
TR th A 2, i &  Ba B BRBkE R
S5 s o AT DADL T4 2 0 B A BR T 48 S B AN TR 46
B BT R R R R SR ARG . 3R
15V VS T B AR 78 T LT it T il 4% S D A
FEEE (AN CMV B 255 )

mNGS K 45 SR 1 A 132 06 45 & A= W)
SR ARG B EANER TR i R AR
y-T IR B | . H/Z2 & PCR 8 — QT 45
AR, B GIREE  CM IR | i 5 1eC
PUi 25 A LT R S PE BT BEBR TR YR 2 W BT
Ji i 58 e 3K AT g e 4 AT T DR S A 45

2] &% 11: A0 1R #& mNGS BB M3 &5 1E B 16 R
RR?

mNGS 7] 5E ) B FIMESE SR, RIS WA i Ji
A o T I 85 45 I DA 5 0 G380 A 4 S 6 2 G DU 4%
B LR IR BRI R AR (1) o

LB A R8It A b O R 2 B e PR 5 BT
B, NSRS 18] 51 kA2 ] RE by 4 4 2H 2L il 2R

Fo s S A wx 18 VRS2 OBPE Bl PR R (diffuse
parenchymal lung disease, DPLD) .

TR B S A R REAG HH R BOW AR ) o
WLF AR (OB 1M S B B, il tn
10 73 WP 8 3 O D A 0 A E AR TR B B o3
Fo O A R AR LA AR e LA BE L SO R R R
R, i 55 )m B H R R R s o)
ST T J 25 s AR A A s o i 1) R SR A A
2 % fife , G U JE% o 7 55 RNA 5 5 5 th B 1L
(2) i 1Y ) 500 PR AS 4, S 38006 H o i B )
FARMERE R 5 (3) A= £ 70 A7 52 1T 0T 41 B0 3L
AW 5 () BnA i NIEARIR I e 5 (5) A P D ik
A AR T mNGS S ARAG I T B, 5y B
AR BB 2 2320 I 0, BN 332 A 3L
PR W 25036 97 T 5 0 Sl A W) 07 Ay o 25
AT XE LA H 5 (6) RAEA ML SR AR TIN5
I (FEULIAIE13) 45 . Y mNGS [ HI 25 0T, I
PRATSAS BEHEBR LRTL, il PR B2 A= 10 #E— 25 R T figt
i SRR R R ST it BART RN, B AR
SARE AL TSR TR B A A 00 BN ] A
ANEFRALARAS (A BALF L IfiL i 2 2156) #E4T mNGS
K As, I sh AL B X PURGER T # B LA P )
PE— 2 PRI

(52 12: mNGS #§ & H tH 2 & 77 JR 5 4 40
LUNCI: e d

mNGS K6 H 1 B 22 o JSU A e A
Joil il B A A B AR P PCR AT IABRIA,
IFE55 U PR AL AR 132 o 0 2 I AT 3 3o S [+ 308 2 o
AR mNGS Kl 25 R A7 AH ELEMIIE .

mNGS AJ FE— {3 bn AS HRS 1) 22 Fp A= 90, 24
B R AR B , 25 B8 H i — b sl 2 Rh L B
FHAESS R : (OARA TR A G 5 () PRARAE XK
A 52 PR L LR B MKRE AR TR BRI T L T AR R
(9975 G 5 (3) A I 2o o o 55 B ) B HE AN T
(4) 8 ARV R A= 5 PREE IR | I PR s R
AR IE S A B Bl AN ARAT 5 (5) J0ik T A
A=W 27J7  BIE 5 (6) 167 SR, AL 6 U9 45
I BUE AR o

PUT I R 3 5% 22 347 mNGS i 119 2205 JL 1
A=y ok FLBH RS SR - (1) TR 55 W 2 2 o
B B AR DL E R, 755 I A i
RN o M2 (518 [ I A T PP AR AR TR
R CEE) 15 77 oG H AR B A TR 2R T R - (2) CAP &G
A I 2 PR T | AR SR S I G R 4
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N

S IR (3) Sl A 1 32 LRTLH R AE AR
LIRS EE M BOFT B S5 R AR 0 TR A R
B 13: AR A LB R ILE mNGS I EF 4

=AY

LR CEAETERR) EW T Y BALF K44 Fh
2SS BEIMTERARAS « (1) B 32 1 sl P i
B LA UE D TS Y, R AR SBR R BBk
W A BRI R R R R AR SE . (2) BALF
AR R S0 T A 0 10 28 R L A2 AR BUR A
PR NIRRT BN, S B UG BALF
PRSI mNGS Kl 45 5 R BRI, B SR R RE 4 1 52
S HERR RG] A HE R R ) AR, B
G55 IR TIN5 R I RGBT RN M
S At DB A 0 ) 5 SR T LR 11 12 T
T IEH o (3) 283 A Ml IG RS b A 3 3 2 LR
A B AT RS R 2 A4 S ARRE DX I, B0
AR W 9 2 T BRI, IR N R AR o5 LU 5, A
M2k Fe sz g, BT DL BAPESS I A EHERR

2. M s BRI 5 I A SR AR < (1) 28 2 2R AR AR
5 3% B W 8 R AU E W s A S A s e, T3 R A
IR IEAF I RS AR N RRAF IR 45 (2) &
B Jil 2 0 3 A AR A 8 4L RN A R AT R F
IR S 13 0 SO T AR X8, O 1A P 3k
Al BERAS , TR B) AR AZ R o b s, RS &5 2R 2 1) T
Pese R, PR e HBA P 45 SRR RE HEBR R e R
AR mNGS 1Y 354G FR A< SRy K 1 ShRE AR 3 46 5
VIBRFRAS , LB 45 5 R 22 ] LAAE Ry HE SRk e i T
B ; (3) e EARBUR UE W B L (H
o [7] B A7 76 KR RORE AN, A VR AZ R 5 H
mNGS K I 33 A2 v i 2 AR A% R 454 mT RE 5 20K
It 5 A

3. ML s (1) 1E 5 A I vl BEAF A K2 Rk
T8 Bl P S R AR TS AR AR Y B
Rl R B, MRS S50 T E )5 5 AN AR %0 i
A= ok F VP IGE , AT RE SR A akaE H At
A7 o (2) ML AR AS K 1Y CMV L EB %5 75 25 DNA 5 75
B, HRE UL IV TH A AERS B L S R AETEIR 75
PRl 98 5 BL25 A I PRFRIN i s (5 R IR T I
TEBRAS ()G I 45 SR 25 G FI W o (3) 1L A A 300
AR P 1 2 A A A AT T LA 285 SR 32 N TR A i
B e 5 A, B 45 SRS i HE B g g s
(4) L3 A ) mNGS 5 HABAR B mNGS A, &
TG 20 L (477 25 DNA (cell-free DNA, ¢fDNA) I , 7F

m &

\}

2153 I 248 6 1 3 v S S5 PR D AR (57 e
YA A AR )k [ s 2 e, DRT T 2 A 3500 Tk
A=) IR mT e D BB BT | T 2% T I 24 2 A A
mNGS Kl .

&) &% 14 : mNGS R & (K reads {14 ¥ W0 47
fiRiE?

1. mNGS 45— 2605 A= W 1 reads UGS,
JE AR LA I3 T 0 L% 1 (1) B2 s i A
PR A I i BUSCZR AT AR (B0 B A iz Bt 2k B A
(2)RFE Gz M B 5| A5 YT R, 25 5 I
KA M 2Z 5 45 % FE A reads 1 2E W) A S BUR ik
A, 2% JETS Y B AR BRI 25 3 5 (3) E AR 43 b h
B FH RS R

2. I PR BE A W 45 B 3T I R R I AR5 U
FUGSAE W 2 K il 45 2 |, 255 FI BT A reads 95 B3
YR IRIE . ISR PR BE IR e | S5 e
VFRER 55— 7L B0 E o A D R AR reads 993 B i A=
Yy ek R R A 9 B s A T B e s, ] 2K
R 7 P2 A P i Ao B S m R S
5 SEPRUZL T, T 2R s R AU A W R R, SR
FAE, WA L A A7 PCR 519y sl — 40 e 45 5
E o (1) e 26 A W) A% I 1 BUORIOCR AAIG , O A
reads 500, 401, BALF mNGS ) /D 45 4% 0 AF T
B Y reads , b &3 Xpert MTB/RIF J2& 75 FH: ; BALF
mNGS I H 2D g 3 78 sk P 1) reads , o G A0 & 1
o BALF [ BR 18 3¢ B5% 22 B B Ji K i 45 2R ; BALF
mNGS W i} /b 15t 1 25 77 (1) reads, i 5¢ 7 BALF GM
A ) 8 8 1o PUREE I 5 (2) i3 fDNA il
JF % MR P S AR CAn ST md YR AR AR SRS ) 45114
reads A FEREAR 5 (3) 40 5 1M 28 W38 AR AK mNGS 42
5K reads B R 7, W OC T PCR RS I 45 SR
(4) BALF iz 2 55 86 5) 3% 55 (19 4 TR I reads %10, B 5%
1 BALF T FR 0455 5 (5) 2K mNGS iz i — L&
1% reads B A YT, A7 AT 2 FLARAL 0 B, Tk
AR 25 N ) 02 200 R A RIS
KT , 8 0 L5 B A% 152 &1 V) il 284 i i/ N e B i)
cfDNA , 0 AT GE 2 JH At B A7 2 A i s A 9, 491 s
I 200 i B AL AR A 1 1 P B B 32 480, ] DA I 2K
mNGS HG I H A reads BT 0 3B A= 90 o

3. e LA A I PR S T A B A 9
WAL AT 4T MDT 138 o

i) 7 15: IRIE mNGS RELE R, MAER T &
ZERIBIE mNGS # il R ia #iE 51 R 2

mNGS £ ) 45 Sz 45 8 AF A — 2 i T iz L A1)
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U2 B P TR B R PRI 1180 s A= 4 i R /D
DB T AR o T A e B X g S A
YIS A, EL AT X BRAG: H A4 5 370 B50HH 24 e
SEUE A RE S B IR o R, an Rl R AR
SR I S AR EE IR LS A A AR 1 B
SR IR P W 0T BE mNGS R 5 28 H 0 G ) 45 R
I, AT D2 ) R T S5 5 = 30 B G T 45 2R 1Y) S s
P 51 3R, 456 i R R} AE I v A 8 7T Rl 19 i 1k
a7/ 8

B3 16: LRTIR RIS h A EE . SHE
EE X

mNGS A] &L 24 3L P 5 35 7 L (B AZ BR T
JF S A P IR BE , AT — s Sy PR - (1) X1
7K Sk e S T 25 LA, M LASRAS L I e K 91, A g
TR AT 24 3 DR A . (2) JE PR s 220 S a8 (A
CMV It 8 75 55 ) R 25 42 20 BT 1A 55 % DL Ay i 24
HLA T 22 A% 1 0 R 3 RO TR B, A4 Bt A
RFERGEAS , T 2455 2 o (3) mNGS 455 5 Z b
AR Je i A 5 o S 2 AU E e i
20 5 5% 7 5L R HE LR o DG 1 31 2R R A= . (4) HE
DL 2 T 24 o 7 g 3k PR AR 5 L e A ) — B0k, B
mNGS 6 I 8 75 1Y 25 PR A5 B H R A8 1 b 46 s B0
TAE D AT g BT B — R 25 ML, {5 o7k 0 1
G FE R RIS, WICTEAS 2GR A L (5) it 24 2%
PRI 55 2 7 3 DR o 9 D f A 0 4 35 DR A g — /NS
a7 R BB A BRI R . PR, e A
BEmNGS Hrifi 245 5 R AR o 6 PR B G I 245

N ZFHE12(MDT)

8] 2 17 : 304 45 & mNGS 3R & 42 48 5¢ % LRTI
MDT?

1. BT X BEXE LRTUR 1) 2512, 18 = 4535
VB OCRE = LTI S EAE R I R AE
Y IR 25 R N B[R 2 51 s AT L
P RE12S SHE L, RO 5 18 N & F},
PRAFEIS 2 LR AR SR LB RER
% e L AR BT A 2R mNGS IR K
MM AEFMB RN SN, 21287 R IG RS
B, I FISE mNGS i & ML A AR Wy g 48 i A 7
i g, R AH I JB G R AT T, X6 gk — 20 Ab e R
P25 L

2. W mNGS #e 45 th BAG A A2 R
¢ ] 5K S 1 o T s S T A A sk, 7 ™A e i
FNG G IR B8 A G B 4 A BB R , X
KA B E 2 N R ERARLE S AL E

PATHE RS R

€+ R

L3R BT R W S 9 R AR A A A I i A L
mNGS (1407 17 RT g 28 o 0 4 T b 3 5005 D
T, A BTG 1) 2 W, AT A
s DR A A A T R A T 2 BT, B TR TE A
FEHES . AHR, mNGSHAR b AE7E R FRAE , dn i FH
PR R T P B IR B A S RA s 7E
LRTT I A FH 5 1 18 T8 46— b i, B IE B= 2 F 3
AT R Tk B ] R A, 24T mNGS AT AR
Sk LR B PRAE DA B R i #h 78 . AR ILIR
) B SCHE T, 30 2o 0 A v R A R AR AR |
YR S M AU PR 52 R R, 2 0F mNGS & BLA T
LRTT I AR SE % , [ B 35 5 T J2 i A 5% 30 A — it
o SO A E B 22 UE B, o — RO PR T 2 1
el o 8 5 mNGS IIfi RN FH 2256 AR TR R ROk
H b5 J2 (i mNGS K 37 A5 b 7 A K6 I 0y 3k ) Il
b ECHE A 2 AR W5 B R BR AR, DT Ayl e P 3
I A2 WHR LT i 2l i35 -

I\ o BB LS 20 (B 1)

Yy PR30 o 5 340 i LS g (e
Gy b R A BT Ok R A B A ) 7 I R
BIARETE B 2 I, 1 RS AE B 32 T OG T mNGS
BRI R IV FH

HIAGEE v H AL B B 5 e AR PR 2 B (F A
SR E—RGE A BRI R R A RAE RS,
e R R 2 It T R T < I g P G A A R e
(B RH) , AERUR N R EBE AR EAF PR E R
3 —JU) ; WP 55 A FEAE PR~ (R 48 01 , AL st B A 5 e 1P
W 5 6 FAE PR A Bk GEAR ), AL 5T R 3 — B e R
FHOE TR ), 5 BRI bl B B -5 A JAE B2~
IR ), Pl B0 R 2 5 2 e 4 I K g P % 5 8 T I = B
(Fe B, 25 Ak ), T g 48 N IR B B IR W 55 £ B E IS o B
(AP F) , W TR 27 1% 2 [t i 265 — 2 e P 1 5 6 T 1
FRFCR AR IR 27 12 2 e W s 40 16 5 I e o TR g )
(REAN3E)  fRCE S R e B — B2 2 v PRI 5 FE PR
FHCa ) TRIITT SR — N R EEBER SR (i A &), it Ry
BE 27 Be (] SEF)

ikl R (VR IR N
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